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Government,  and his *' tardiness"  in coming to an
agreement with Germany are not-understood.'1

This book has been written for that vast majority of
Englishmen who, from their circumstances, have no
first-hand knowledge of what is happening abroad, and
who find the greatest difficulty in following the course
of events in a shifting world. They tend to accept the
comfortable words of those in authority. These men
and women who by their birth and wealth have come to
dominate our lives, the 6pluto-democracy* which rules
England, have deliberately misled us during the last
five years. They justify themselves, as Mr. Baldwin
justified himself when Prime Minister, by the impossi-
bility of telling the truth owing to its political reper-
cussions* England will fall, and bring western civiliza-
tion down with her unless we insist on being told the
truth by our rulers, and throw those men out of power
who wilfully and systematically deceive us.

England cannot suddenly shed her responsibilities,
and fade quietly into a second or third class Power. Her
scattered Empire has involved her in continual inter-
ference both in Asia and Africa, and her sudden collapse
before Italian aggression has left millions of people, in
Europe and the Near East, bewildered and suspicious*
They have seen the actual result of British policy during
the last few years in disarmed men fighting for their
country and their liberty. They have watched sinister
influences helping to form our policy, but in England
itself people seem totally unconscious of the deep
shadow that falls across our land. The exposure of these
influences is the first step towards a return to the decent
sanity for which our country was once famous*
1 August 10, 1938.